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PART VII
Farm Marketing and level of Living

Location and Trangportation for Marketing

) In terms of major agricultural commodities, Garfield County is suitably
located for marketing in the western states region and transcontinentally %o
the eastern United States, Major farm procdiucts are wheat and barley which can
be ghipped long distances, Oreen peas, another major commodity,is processed
in a cannery at Dayton and from there distributed nationally. In terms of
perishable products such as fruit, livestock and milk, it is at a slight dis-
advantage in competition with areas nearer major urban centers and terminal
markets, The farming region centered at Pomeroy is somewhat distant by high-
way and rail from major Pacific Northwest cities and terminals and this dise
tance is reflescted in higher freight rates and hauling costs than those paid
by producers and shippers in other competitive areas, Garfield County is a
surplus food area that must distribute agriculiural products te distant mar-
kets either before or after they are processed, Perishable vegetable produc-
tion is through major canneries at Dayton, Waltsburg and Walla Walla, Iruit,
grain and some cattle, however, must be shipped longer distances to major
markets at Spokans or on the Pacific Coast. Pomercy is over 300 miles from
Seattle and Portland by highway and railroad and over 115 miles from Spokane

by highway,

Railroad and trucking facilities for moving bulk shipments of grainsg
processing fruit and vegetables, livestoclt and dairy products are modern, A
branch line of Union Pacific Railway terminating at Pomeroy connects with
transcontinental lines passing through Spokane and Pascos Another Union Paci-
fic Line follows the Snake River through Clarkston giving rail service o
farmlands of northern Garfield County. Rail lines are important for trans-
porting wheat and barley from granaries within the county to terminal granaries
and flour mills in the Pacific Northwest, Several interstate franchised motor
truck carriers are available for hsuling farm products,

Garfield County is traversed by two modern interstate highwayse-U.3, Ll0
and 195 connecting with Seattle and Portland. Shipping of agricultural prod=
ucts has become highly dependent on licensed and contractoreowned trucks using
recently improved higimmmys, Most truck traffic out of Garfield County termi=-
‘nates at Walla Walla and Spokane but some goes to Pacific Coast and midwestern
oitles, Commercial farms have good accessibility for trucks, Washington
State fﬁ,gtmay Research Couneil raports show that CGarfield Gounty has’ hS'z miles
of surfaced, improved and gra.aeu public reads suitable for agncuuura;

. trucking.

. Income: Value of Products Sold

Census of agncultura.l data on the value of farm products sold show that
the trend of farm income has been upward in recent years, Garfield County
faerms marketed agricultural products worth $8,679,700 in. 1951;, compared with
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%5,369,!.:\:\( in 19;.;9. Garficld UOUNLY ranks nigo in the state 4in PeTr=13m

average gross lncome because of the size of its farms and the specialization
grain crops or livestock,
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county with a total capacity of 2,900,000 bushels, ' Pomeroy is the grain
storage and shipping center, having a number of granaries and a total storage
capacity of 2,400,000 hushela, ' : . '

Table 27.~ Orops. Marketed From Garfield County Farms, 195k

Amount Recelved
Type of Crops Scld - .| By Fammers. - g:zggngo%él
(Dollars)

 Fleld Crops (wheat, barley,. oats,
-~ . field corn, dry peas, hay,

grass seed, potatoes, etc,) $7,698,024 - 96,4
Vegeotables (green peas, tamatoes, o A

sweet corn, etc,) 257,779 3e2-
Fruits, Nute and Berries. ,

{peaches, apricots, apples) 22,740 o3
Horticultural Speclalties {flower

and vegetable seeds, plants) 8,000 el

Total amount received 5y' .
farmers for cash crops $7,986,543 100.0

Source: U, 5. Census, Agriculture

Marketing Commercial Vegetables -~ Oreen Peas, Tomatoes

Since the early 1930!'s growers in Garfield County have marketed an ine
creasing volume of green-peas for processing. In 1954 and recent years over
4,000 tons of processing peas have been handled through canneries in the
Dayton, Waitsburg and Walla Walla areas. In 1954 processing green peas marw
keted from Garfield County were valued at about $250,000, Tomatoes and sweet
corn are other minor commercial vegetables sold on local fresh markets,

Marketing Fruit

Operaébrs'of several commerc¢ial orchards along the Snake River market
fruit locally and to points within and adjacent to the county. In 195k fruit
marketings from the Wawawai, Almota and Central Ferry districts amounted to

- 2 mra . mm Poo e oo an D cemend o d o
nearly $23,000 according to the Census of Agriculturs, Peaches and apricots

were the leading fruits sold. Truck shipments of fruit are sold or delivered

- Yo assembly points in Pullman, Pomeroy and Lewiston for regional distribution.
. Sgles are also made direct to consumers at orchardé in the Snake River bottam-

Marketing Cattle, Hbgs,iShgép and Wool -

Sales of 1live animals for feeders and for slaughter totaled over $570,000

SR e Ve e e e

‘in 1954 and made up about 5 percent of the county's farm economy,  Beef calves

8old as feeders to feed yards in the Columbia Basin, Walla Walla region and

Yakima Valley are the major type of livestock sold, bringing more than
$300,000 per year. 'Beef eattle sold to feed yards and slaughter houses in

southeastern Washington are second, amounting to over $215,000 per year, Over
200 farms kept cattle as a sideline in 195k. Live hogs finished on local
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wrley.and: other feeds areithlrddnidEnnual market valuas * Indgs) ;aboht 1,600
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HOA% WETE, SOLU LT A I AFMS WAL &7 totak Teturh ‘ol 954, 000, ~'Sales 0f ‘1ive
sheep, lambs, wool and horses were minor in 195, amcusiting’ to: only $35000,
In recent years more livestock producers have hauled livestock to cemmunity
and private auction yards in:thesWalls :Clarlston and Lewiston areas, Some

. b0 country btuyers and agenis of meat

packing ouses:and Fesdifg yardss - - -
7 Tdalde 28w Livestéek and Livestoek® Products Markated
el.. ... 7ii'Ourfield.County, 1954 . . . . .

.

,.Class of Livestock ' - F" Quantity =~ | Aicunt Received
. _Producte'Bold’ |~ Marketed | 'by Farmers

Whole milk mm~mmriwammne | 818,015 108, |+ -§"
- ZPutterfatmmmatrns e ae s mm—n—s 3390 8LS 188 ] 12120, 38
Total all dairy products - +fr . i Tiolu ko
Pbult_z_z_,ggg M_V_E_roducta B T ST £ R
Chickens ~ 4,353 birds| . $..k,
- JBEYamm e een | 12,247 dogen |
v Jurkeys, ducks;’ geedammmmmmme Lae LT
Total 411, poultry.& poultry, produets ...
Animals sold alive™ ~~"~-
Eattle-s--f-,-ﬁ.-.eﬁ,-,-,-.-!‘!--!}";-;!1‘}'4;13:?;‘%{. > 21)0% ‘head .

(Ealves-.'...;;-;:i:;:.ft';::;ﬁ:“iﬁ.:“:'a.'.":".’-“‘.."'”" - 5;391 ‘head
¢+ Hogs, and pigse---rocnmmmenno- 1 1,688 head -
. - Horses and milesrwmmsmwmsenas | o 2L head. | 965
e e ZobAl 211 animals sold alive .. .. . |- ki
,'- ' Other ]iveatock mliVBBtObk 3 ;;_.3{;,..__'1 N R S R R R R IR
o ’;';7;pr0dnacts; soid%vt;:"v.-.3-‘-9,--{:,-;-;-'7-!:&&;-*-’.?-5;.-.—‘-1"-.--.‘-'-i--t'-'---4‘ o8 et
Total amount received for livestock Lo e
end livestock productsme—e m————————— e - $655,081
ST AT g e anemﬂ:Agriculture

¥l Marketing dairy prodicts sich ap whels ik and cresm has. declinsd in
lume in recent years,  In 195k theére were'only. 12 producers-salling whole

©“ “gdlic’and about 80 wefe s611ing sream, Velue of whole milk sold as grade A for

. ttonregiono P R TR
R - S RIS SO RN

fluid consumption was about §40,000, Oream sales to a local creamery and other
local users was valued at $20,000, -Market outlets for whole milk were to dis-
tritutors in Pomeroy, Dayton and Walla-Walla serving the séutheastern Washing~

" Poultry markting o smif Gomereial s{delifa-<consists mainly of sales

, "of eggs and chickéns to handlers asd progessors. in Walla Walls, Dayton and
(Clazkston, About 90 fims sold eggs ddeally and to’the Washington:Cooperative
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in recent years,

Farmers plant at Walla Walla. Egg sales by farms, decreasing
"t o dn Q SE— n s \

amounved o $10; e  Live chickens were Larms in 1Y or

returns totaling $11,600, Qarfield County poultry production is not sufficient

to meet local consumption and broilers, chickens and fresh eggs are shipped

into the area from poultry raising regions of other counties, -Turkey ralsing
; ke

Specified Farm Expenditures

_ Garfield County farmers who reported expenditures in 195l spent over

'$1,675,800 during the year for labor, gasoline, petroleum, fertilizers and

other supplies used in crop and livestock production. Chief farming expense
was for labor, Nearly 2L0 farms hired labor, Costs and wage payments for
agricultural labor amounted to $717,490 or an average of over $3,000 per farm
reporting, Purchases of gasoline and pebroleum for use in tractors, trucks
and combines, used mainly in cash~-grain farming, were the second major cost,

- Motor fuels and lubricants cost over $316,000, averaging $1,225 per farm, A

third major cost was for commercial fertilizer used mainly in wheat, barley
and green pea procduction, Over 200 farms averaged about $1,500 each for
fertilizers and expended a total of $301,530 for this item. Compared with
1949, costs for essential farm labor and supplies enumerated by the Census

" were much greater in 1954. Servicing and supplying Gerfield County's 276

farms is an important basis of employment and local business in Pomeroy as
well as in the adjacent cities of Wella Walla, Dayton and Clarkston,

Table.29e~ Specified Farm Expenditures in 1954, Garfield County

Type of Farms Expenditure of | Average

, _ Expenditure Reporting all Farms Per Farm
»mchine hire'c:-oooluoalooaanu 1h9 $ 11;3,110 $ 9600h7
Hired 1ab°roon-ao-wooc-oooocoa 237 71?’h89 3’027!37
Feed for livestock and poultry 238 197,619 830,33
Gagoline, petroleum fuel & oil 258 316,126 1,225,29
Commercial,fertilizer........o 202 301,530 l,b92072
Lime and liming materials..... — - -
Total production costSeesssses $1,675, 814

. Source: U, S, Census, Agriculture
Agricultural Income Compared to Other Income

‘Agricultural income in Garfisld County leads by far all other sources of

“income, In texms of income the economy of Garfield County is more heavily
“based on agriculture than any other Washington county. Income from sales of

farm products and agricultural employment makes up nearly 68 percent of the

‘total income of the county, In contrast to other Washington counties, altere
' native types of income and wages from nonfarm industries such as manufscturing,

govermment work, commercial and service trades are relatively minor, ZFven the
nonfarm industries are nearly all directly and indirectly based on the agri=
cultural production and marketing which creates the predominant purchasing
power and public revenues of the area, Studies by Washington State College
in the early 1950's showed that Garfield's economy was continuing a trend of
specialization in agriculture with some gain in agricultural income, There



Tabla 30.- Types and Sources of Income 1950*1952, Garfield Ccunty _/

iv

Type ard Source i AT evia Yo N Percentage of Guunty :
of Tnoome Incomé in Dollars by Yea?s Income [y'Years
1950 1951 1952 | 1950 |- 1951 | 1952
. Agriculture sh,a6o,ooo $3,668 000 |$5,297,000 | ‘675 | 60,5 67,9“'
. “Construction . 82,000 SRR R I O A R
" 'Govermnment - - | . 3&9,000 -~~392 000 © k34,000 | h;9""”6y5".=5. »

. 'Manufacturing . -240,000] --.239,0001. - 2575000 | 3.3 | 3971 3.3 -
% Servies - ¢ -l .188,000 183,000 186 000 | 2461 3,01 2.4
,Q.TranSportation, . I I R R f"<ﬂ B
»» ., Commnication - ' B IR RS I O T R

ffland Utilities - :11&,000v3,?126,000:f 126 000 1,6 2411 I.&“'
.,Mlscellansoua e 65,009-,-, 9&,000 129,000 W9 | L6 L6

S ':Property Imome S 32&, - R 3&2,000 ¢ ’.[.25, (6,0t )-'15 : :E; .6 s Sigh '

zfa;Other Income.:. 3bk,000| _2L5,000% 250,000 1 - LeB|_ heOl _ 342
- Total o $7,200,000 1$6,0665000 $7,805,000 leQoO 100,0 | 100,0

1/ Johh A, Cuthrie and Stanley E. Boyls, County Income Pa%ﬁents in Washington,
19 50- 252. Pullman, Wash, thhington tate Gollege, lletin No. 26,

Level of Livmg on Garfield Gountg Fams

Garfield Gounty farm families have a standard of living considerably

" abové-the national ‘and state averages. -Average farm family net income was

last. estimated at $2,860, The staté average.was.$2,380.and. the national aver-
age-$1,567, Garfield County in 1950 had a.farm.family.level  of: 1iving index
of 170 compared with 15k and 122 for the. state: and the nation. o

: On hhe whole, farm people have not enjoyed a: level of 1iving as high as
city ‘people. Farm incomes measured in dollars réceived for labor or goods

- 80ld are generally loweér on the average than urban incomes, City: ‘péople also

have'mot's conveniences. Because of ‘4solation and the ‘scattered location of
farm and ranch homes it is.difficuif bo obtain electrical, telephons, sewer,
running water and even highway service, Services are often too costly for
public and private utility companies ’%0. provide for- all rural’ liomes and farme
steads, particularly in remocte or inaccessible areas, In numerous cases,

- - incomes iare too low for Tarmers:{o’ put in'their own electrical, water and
:ﬁother cm?veniences Wthh fhmilies in city neighborhooda take for granted.

_,[.

In harfield Gounty the cwnership and use of conveniences generally 2B80C~

-.. iated with a 'modern standard of’ living are above national and state averages,

v Mary new modern farm:-touses hdave raised the average ’ ‘gréatly since 19&5. Good

~©  Tural- slectrification: development has been accomplished by pr1Vate and public
utiddties sinee: 1935. “Ofer. 76 percent of gll farms are now served with
Q‘electrithy. SRS S - , T

In ﬂlightly over & century of time, Garfleld Ccunty farm settlers have

"Qﬁdeveloped a 'wildernass: into an- ddvariced and ‘specisalized agricultural tegion of
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the United States. OGarfield County farms particularly those in the grain and
pea growing region from Pomeroy north to the Snake River are wellw-equipped
with modern electrical appliances, Farm housing is of a generally good stande
ard, Farms are well-mechaniged with tractors, combines and trucks, In
Garfield County, as a whole, farms have modern homes and buildings and living
standards well above the general average for all American agriculture,

Table 31.,~ Indices of Level of Iiving of Garfield County Farm
Families, 1950 Compared with State and National Averages

T R _Pe;-gexl-_ge of total farm families with listed
Index Items index items
United States | Washington | Garfield County _
Farm Family Level-of-Living 122 15k 170
Median Income per Famiiy $1,567 $2,380 $2,860
Electricity 7863% 92 5% 7643%
Electric Hot Water Heater 17.L k9.1 5646
Electric Washing Machine 5847 8504 71.6
Hems Freesers 12,1 15 33,8
Mech, Refrigerators 62,7 7.k 100,0
Telephone 38,2 5765 63.8
Hot and Cold Water Plumbing 23,8 704 Sk
Central Heating 1861 17,8 19.4
Person per Roon 22,3 15,7 667
Automobiles 63,0 77.6 594
Travel 10 Miles or More
to Trading Center 21.4 20,5 L9k

Scurce: Walter L, Slocum and Carol L, Stone, The Farm People of

Weshington at Mid-Century. State Collsge of Washington,

ashington Agric, Exp, Stations. Pulletin 557, February
1955, Pullman, Washington,
Numerous commercial grain, vegetable, fruit and
Palouse Hills, Blue Mountain valleys and river valley
contritute greatly to the local and state economy. The
and its productive work in grains, vegdtables and fruits is
of the county. The county is among the state!s leaders in whe
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barley and

green peas,



